
	 	 	
	

Guide to applying regulation 5A 
Meanings of low-risk, high-risk, and general gasfitting 
 
Refer to Regulation 5A of the Gas (Safety and Measurement) Regulations for definitive 
answers. 
 
Step One 
Work out if the work is gasfitting. 
 
Step Two 
Work out if the work is Low-risk gasfitting. To do this, compare the work you are doing to the 
following list: 
 
1. Are you replacing an appliance with an equivalent appliance (unless in a caravan or 

boat) without changing ANYTHING except the appliance? 
 
Anything includes: 

• Adding something, a new plug, fitting or flue component that wasn’t there 
beforehand (this becomes a pipework alteration or addition) 

• The repositioning of pipework 
• The repositioning of flue system components 
• A change in the installation pressure 
• A change in the gas type 
• A significant change in energy consumption 
• A change in the ventilation 
• A change to the operation of the installation. 

Yes = Low. 
 
2. Are you maintaining fittings or appliances (including replacing like for like) unless the 

work is following a notifiable accident? 
Note 1: Galvanised steel pipe being replaced with multi-layer pipe is not like for like. 
Note 2: Removing an appliance and adding a plug is not like for like. 
Yes = Low. 

 
3. Are you replacing instrumentation or related controls without disturbing or repositioning 

the gas pipes? 
Yes = Low. 

 
4. Are you changing settings that the consumer or gas refueller shouldn’t? 

Yes = Low. 
 
5. Is the work you are doing temporary gasfitting for experimental, testing demonstration, 

teaching or research purposes, and in one of the following locations: 
• Gas engineering workshop 
• Manufacturing facility 
• Gas test facility 
• Laboratory 
• Hospital 
• Research project 
• Teaching institution. 

Yes = Low. 
 

 



	 	 	
	
6. Are testing according to NZ standards 5255 or 5256? 

Yes = Low. 
 

If the work fits in Low-risk, STOP HERE. The work is Low-risk gasfitting. Issue 
a Gas Safety Certificate. 
 
If it doesn’t fit, move to High-risk. 
 
Step Three 
Work out if the work is High-risk gasfitting. To do this, compare the work you are doing to the 
following list: 
 
Are you in a building? 
Yes, go to 1 – No, go to 2. 
 
1. Work in a building i.e. AS/NZS 5601.1 applies: 
 

A. Did you add or change something on an existing installation? 
Note: This includes removing an appliance and adding a plug to the installation to 
plug the pipe. 
Yes = High. 

 
B. Is the work not fully compliant with AS/NZS 5601.1 sections 3-6? 

Note: you will need a certified design. 
Yes = High. 
 

C. Does the installation involve pressure raising equipment? 
Yes = High. 

 
D. Is it repair work following an notifiable accident? 

Yes = High. 
 

E. Does the building contain more than 3 storeys and does the building contain 3 or 
more separate dwellings? 
Yes = High. 
 

F. Is the operating pressure greater than 200kPa? 
Yes = High. 

 
G. Is the work within 20 metres of a hazardous area (as determined in accordance with 

AS/NZS 60079.10.1 or AS/NZS 60079.10.2, as appropriate)? 
Yes = High. 

 
H. Is the work in a building where the air pressure within the building is intended to be 

controlled by a mechanical ventilation system? 
Yes = High. 

 
I. Is the work in a place where the air for combustion may be varied by mechanical 

means? 
Yes = High. 
 

J. Is the work in a domestic premises and is the operating pressure greater then 7kPa 
for natural gas and 14kPa for LPG? 
Yes = High. 
 



	 	 	
	
2. Work in/on something other than a building i.e. AS/NZS 5601.2 applies: 
 

A. Is the work in a specified (any vehicle or pleasure vessel that contains sleeping 
quarters, or is intended to be used for sleeping in) caravan or boat? 
Yes = High. 

 
B. Is the work not fully compliant with AS/NZS 5601.2 sections 3-9? 

Note: you will need a certified design. 
No = High. 

 
C. Does the installation involve gas pressure raising equipment? 

Yes = High. 
 

D. Is it Repair work following a notifiable accident? 
Yes = High. 

 
E. Is the operating pressure is greater than 3kPa? 

Yes = High. 
 
F. Is the work within 20 metres of a hazardous area (as determined in accordance with 

AS/NZS 60079.10.1 or AS/NZS 60079.10.2, as appropriate)? 
Yes = High. 

 
G. Is the work in a place where the air for combustion may be varied by mechanical 

means? 
Yes = High. 
 

H. Is the work in a domestic premises and is the operating pressure greater than 7kPa 
for natural gas and 14kPa for LPG? 
Yes = High. 

 
If the work fits in High-risk, STOP HERE. The work is High-risk Gasfitting. 
Issue a CoC and GSC then put the details from the CoC on the database. 
 
Step Four  
If it doesn’t fit into the Low-risk or High-risk categories, then the work is General gasfitting. 
 
If the work is General gasfitting, issue a CoC and GSC. 
 
 
 
 
Remember for all gasfitting work: 
 
If the person who performs the connection (connecting new work to the existing installation 
or connecting anything to the gas meter) of a gas installation or part installation to a gas 
supply has not done the testing required by the regulations personally, the person doing the 
connection must sight documentation, signed by the person who did the tests, that sets out 
what tests were carried out and what the results were. The person doing the connection 
should keep a copy or take a photo of this documentation. If the results are not satisfactory, 
the installation or part installation cannot be connected to the gas supply. 


